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314 394-3045
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Daniel Friederich, O.D.
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Vice President
Kurt Finklang, O.D.
636 528-2020
Secretary
Emily Pike, O.D.
314 913-4103
Treasurer
Steven Branstetter, O.D.
314 375-0111
Sgt. At Arms
Paul Luong, O.D.
314-395-9613
Immediate Past President
Joseph Castellano, O.D.
314 863-0000
MOA Trustees
Jason Riley, O.D.
573 468-4032
Steven Rosen, O.D.
314 843-2020
Executive Director
Paula Huff
Phone: 314-725-2020
paula@stlouisoptometricsociety.org
administration@stlouisoptometricsociety.org

6:00 p.m.

Buffet
Sponsored By: SynergEyes
Kerry Robbers, NCLEC
RSVP no later than November 9, 2017
paula@stlouisoptometricsociety.org
314 725-2020

7:00 p.m.

Business Meeting
Annual Presidential Address

7:30 p.m.
Erin Sullivan, O.D.
Continuum of Care: Specialty Contact
Lenses for Astigmatism and Beyond
Be Sure to RSVP
COMMITTEES:
If you would be interested in serving on a
committee, please contact Dr. Andrew Biondo
314 394-3045
2017-2018 Committees:
Membership: Dr. Mary Beth Rhomberg
Dr. Kevin Lydon
Contact Lens: Dr. Nick Castellano and
Dr. Rachel Merriman
Technology: Dr. Daniel Purvis
Co-Management: Peter Jacques, UMSL Class of 2019
MO State Board: Dr. Kurt Finklang
MOA Trustees: Dr. Steven Rosen and Dr. Jason Riley
UMSL: Dr. Larry Davis

Thank You Heidelberg Engineering for
Sponsoring our October Meeting! And
also, the outstanding demonstrations
of your OCT!

Advances in Macular Degeneration:
Gene and Cell Therapies
Sabin Dang, M.D.
The Retina Institute
Submitted by: Dan Friederich, O.D.
Dr. Dang considers dry age-related macular
degeneration (AMD) to be where the biggest problems
are right now, as far as AMD goes. For many years
we viewed dry AMD as the lesser of two evils, but that
has changed with the advent of intravitreal anti-VEGF
agents. While wet AMD used to inevitably lead to
blindness, anti-VEGFs can return and stabilize usable
vision in the majority of wet AMD cases. Anti-VEGF
agents are one of the most successful medical
therapies ever developed. With that, geographic
atrophy is absolutely devastating for our patients. GA
is slow and progressive, patients end up with 20/400
or finger count vision, and there is nothing we can do.
As our population ages and medical therapies
advance, people are living longer; 22% of people over
the age of 90 will have GA.
Prior interventions for GA include laser
treatment; this failed, as lasering away drusen is not
effective treatment. There was also an attempt to
implant retinal pigment epithelium (RPE) into the RPE
to help repair it; this treatment failed as well. Current
treatments are AREDS2 ocular supplementation and,
while this has been shown to prevent wet AMD,
AREDS2 does not prevent GA – and GA is the bigger
problem now.
Gene therapy is very well-suited for the eye
because of how the eye is immunomodulated; that is,
the eye is contained. The blood retinal barrier keeps
any potential problems with gene therapy isolated to
the eye. When thinking about gene therapy, it is
normal to ask what gene to target – but this is the
wrong question. We should ask, “What do we want the
cell to do?” While the complement pathway that leads
to GA is complex, too much MAC is what leads to
damage and preventing MAC’s formation is thought to
be key in preventing GA. Lampulizumab is a treatment
that knocks out factor D, blocking the formation of
MAC; the problem is that (assuming the trials show
that it works) this would need to be injected monthly
and would likely be too expensive.
sCD59 is a drug that is MAC’s antagonist – the
yin to MAC’s yang. sCD59 blocks MAC, but injecting it
intravitreally would end up being the same problem as
lampulizumab (monthly injection CD59 is a naturally
occurring protein that prevents formation of MAC. We
can now (possibly, trials ongoing, nothing proven, etc)
program retinal cells to make CD59. Using adenovirus
that has been genetically stripped of
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all things infectious and harmful, we are able to get
into retinal ganglion cells and reprogram them to start
producing CD59. Ganglion cells were chosen because
they are large and amenable to intravitreal injection.
This (possibly) miraculous treatment is now in Phase I
clinical trials. There would be just one treatment for
patients – one injection to block their GA for life.
With cell therapy, the goal is to create a protein
soup to nurture the RPE cells and photoreceptors.
Placenta and umbilical tissue are designed to nurture
other cells; we want these treatments to repair RPE
and nurture the cells back to health. CNTO 2760 is in
Phase II clinical trial – a micro catheter is threaded
through the suprachoroidal space in order to place the
drug in the area in need of repair.
While anti-VEGF treatments for wet AMD are
nothing short of a modern day miracle, there are
unmet needs with them. They are safe, they are
efficacious, but they are not durable - monthly
injections are taxing for patients. Similar to the
previously-described use of a virus to “infect” and
reprogram retinal cells, there is a drug in clinical trial
that will target the RPE and reprogram it to make antiVEGF naturally! This is not science fiction - genetic
engineering has arrived.
##################

State Board Report:
Submitted by: Kurt Finklang, O.D.
There are currently 1378 Optometrists with a
Missouri License, 1013 of these ODs have a Missouri
contact address.
The CE audits once again show it is a good idea to
take extra CE just in case you have some CE which
is not from an approved CE provider. Remember,
you can bank/roll forward CE hours which are in
excess of the required 32 hours. COPE approved
CE is the most accepted CE.
##################

Technology:
Submitted by: Daniel Purvis, O.D.
Gene Editing shown to prevent open angle
glaucoma
The results of a 24-year collaborative study was
published last week in PNAS (The Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences of the United
States of America). The talking points are essentially
myocilin, a protein in the trabecular meshwork that
has been proven to cause glaucoma when found
mutated and CRISPR-Cas9, a method to edit the
gene that makes myocilin. In this study, scientist
found that editing the gene that makes this protein
using the CRISPR-Cas9 method prevented
glaucoma in mice. The study carries the potential to
edit genes in humans and prevent the disease of
POAG, all non-invasively.
#############

Contact Lens Report
Submitted by: Nicholas Castellano, O.D.
J&J now purchasing Sightbox, an online
membership-based contact lens subscription
service. Sightbox helps patients by connecting them
with eye care providers and scheduling
comprehensive eye exams. The patient and/or
doctor then submit the contact lens prescription to
Sightbox, who fills the prescription. The doctor is
then reimbursed the “full price” for the exam and
fitting. While owned by J&J, Sightbox will continue to
run as a separate entity, providing contact lenses
from all major manufacturers.
#############

MOA Report
Presented by: Dr. Steven Rosen and Dr. Jason Riley

MOA Convention Report 2017
The MOA held its annual convention the
weekend of October 12-15 right here at the St.
Charles Convention Center and Embassy Suites
Hotel. SLOS and St. Louis really shined. The
weather cooperated as 60+ golfers teed it up at
Winghaven Country Club on Thursday. Everyone
was a winner in the sense that all had a great
time, but special congratulations go to Mike
Fiordelisi of Optovue for the MOA tournament’s
1st Hole-in-One. Congratulations to Mike and
special thanks to Dr. Tom Cullinane for arranging
to play at Winghaven and for organizing the
event.
The meetings, CE, exhibit hall and facilities,
and area all received high marks. SLOS’ Dr. Mary
Beth Rhomberg was in charge of the CE, which
included SLOS’ Dr. Julie DeKinder speaking on
scleral contact lenses. The Friday night gala
featured SLOS’ Dr. Scott Tomasino performing
with his duo, Kaylor and Tomasino. UMSL’s
College of Optometry hosted an Open House on
Saturday night and all who attended were very
impressed with the new clinic facility.
The Installation Luncheon was held on Saturday,
and of course we were proud to see Dr. Tom
Cullinane move up to President. We wish him a
most successful year. The year ahead promises
to be a busy one involving a lot of work from the
entire MOA, and we know Tom is the right man to
lead us. Tom’s official SLOS society visit will be
at the upcoming SLOS meeting on November 14.
…and the winner for Young OD of the Year
is…Dr. Jason Riley! Yes, congratulations go to
Jason who was honored for his hard work in his
practice, for SLOS and for the MOA. Jason
received his award at the Saturday Installation
luncheon. Congratulations to Dr. Kurt Finklang,
Dr. Doug Huff, and Dr. Alan Kwiatek for achieving
40 years of service to the MOA/AOA. Other
milestones reached are listed below. Work
continues on the MOA insurance program. As you
may recall, the MOA is putting together a health
insurance plan which will include eyecare and
dental care. This began as a response to state
employees losing their VSP plan for a lesser plan.
While this plan is not yet ready to begin, it looks
very promising. What is available right now
####Continue on next Page####
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though, is Lifelock identity protection for MOA
members and staff. With all the optometrists
getting unwanted Amazon charge accounts and
with the whole Equifax data breach, it is important
to be protected.
It is not too early to clear our calendars for next
year’s convention. It will be held October 11-14 at
the Branson Convention Center. This is a
different location than in the past. The Branson
Convention Center is downtown near the
Landing. It should be a great location.
We also have a new location for the annual
MOA Legislative Conference to be held January
7-8. For those meeting on Sunday, we will be at
the DoubleTree Hotel. Monday’s sessions will be
at the Millbottom Event Center near the Capitol.
The MOA hopes to curb online refractions, etc.
during the upcoming legislative session, but as
we know, initiatives like this can take time.
Ultimately, the MOA would like to see our scope
of practice defined by Missouri optometrists along
the lines of how we are taught. It is expected that
this may take several years to accomplish. We
will hear from Dr. Chris Wroten of Louisiana on
their experience getting such a law passed.
################

Congratulations—
Dr. Tom Cullinane
This years MOA President!

Young O.D. of the Year:
Dr. Jason Riley--Dr. Jason Riley is an active member of the St. Louis
Optometric Society where he was President in 20132014 and is currently the MOA trustee.
He is a member of the, Sullivan Rotary, Sullivan
Chamber of Commerce, and the St. Louis Eclipse
Task Force. He also is a regular volunteer with Read
Right Run and Literacy at Pond Elementary School.
Personally, this doctor is a small-town boy from
Kentucky who aspires to have a “bromance” with John
Calipari, loves bourbon, and wishes he was a race car
driver.
This doctor (Jason Riley) ….... and his beard live in
Wildwood with his wife and two kids.
We are proud he is one of our own, the MOA Young
OD of the year ...Jason Riley

MOA Presentation of Years of
Service Awards:
10 Years:
Dr. Renee Lane
20 Years:
Dr. Carrie Hruza
25 Years:
Dr. Charles Bruce
Dr. James Kirks
Dr. Mary Beth Rhomberg
30 Years:
Dr. Deborah Kerber
40 Years:
Dr. Kurt Finklang
Dr. Doug Huff
Dr. Alan Kwiatek

Missouri Job Opportunities:
http://www.moeyecare.org/resources/jobopportunities/

Valuable MOA links:
MOA website, http://www.moeyecare.org/
AOA website, http://www.aoa.org/?sso=y
TAYE website,
http://thinkaboutyoureyes.com/aoa

MOA Executive Director
Dr. LeeAnn Barrett and Newly
Elected MOA President

Join Us for the SLOS Annual
Holiday Party

November will be the Annual Visit with our
MOA Director and President. Please join us as
we hear what challenges and exciting matters
are coming down the pipe for the next year!

CALENDAR AND
UPCOMING EVENTS
November 14, 2017
SLOS November meeting:
November 14, 2017
Erin Sullivan, O.D.
Continuum of Care: Specialty Contact Lenses for
Astigmatism and Beyond
Kerry Robbers, NCLEC

SynergEyes

December 12, 2017
Annual Holiday Party See Below

December 12, 2017
Napoli 2
Located at

1054 Town and Country Crossing Drive
Town and Country, MO
Festivities Begin at 6:00 p.m.
Hosted by Midland Optical
Current SLOS Members Only

