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Business Meeting

7:30 p.m. New Directions in Glaucoma

Diagnosis and Management
Instructor:
Paul M. Tesser, MD, PhD
Be Sure to RSVP
paula@stlouisoptometricsociety.org
314-725-2020
COMMITTEES:
If you would be interested in serving on a
committee, please contact Dr. Andrew Biondo
314-394-3045 or Paula Huff 314-725-2020
2017-2018 Committees:
Membership: Dr. Mary Beth Rhomberg
Dr. Kevin Lydon
Contact Lens: Dr. Nick Castellano and
Dr. Rachel Merriman
Technology: Dr. Daniel Purvis
Co-Management: Peter Jacques, UMSL Class of 2019
MO State Board: Dr. Kurt Finklang
MOA Trustees: Dr. Steven Rosen and Dr. Jason Riley
UMSL: Dr. Larry Davis

The Business Keys to Eliminating Lawsuits,
Protecting Your License, and
Increasing Your Tax Savings
Presented by: Art McOmber
Submitted by: Dan Friederich, O.D.
If you live and work in the US, it is critical to protect
yourself from a lawsuit. This can be done by
controlling the motivation of lawsuits. If your assets
are properly structured, they are protected from being
sued. Doctors are perceived as having money, making
them a common target of lawsuits. Lawyers won’t go
through with suing someone if they know the doctor’s
assets are protected and they won’t get any money
out of the lawsuit. A legal entity is an association,
corporation, partnership, or sole proprietorship that
has legal standing in the eyes of the law. A legal entity
has legal capacity to enter into agreements or
contracts, assume obligations, incur and pay debts,
sue and be sued in its own right, and is held
responsible for its action. The IRS only taxes four
types of business entities: S-corporation, Ccorporation, sole proprietorship and partnership. LLC’s
must be taxed in one of the four aforementioned
entities. High risk assets are assets that can cause a
lawsuit on their own. Safe assets (money) are assets
that cannot create a lawsuit on their own; however,
they can motivate a lawsuit. Inside assets are assets
owed by the same legal entity. Outside assets are
assets that are owned by a different legal entity. A
LLC can protect assets inside a LLC from a lawsuit
that comes from outside a LLC. Therefore, you cannot
protect assets from a lawsuit that occurs within the
entity. A judge can dissolve an LLC if the judge
determines the LLC is a closely held corporation in
order to make the assets available to the plaintiff. The
solution is to create a holding company registered in
one of the four states that does not allow a judge to
dissolve an LLC. C-corporations used to be favored
but over the years S-corporations have been the
corporation of choice for medical practices. They are
normally an S-corp or an LLC taxed as an S-corp. For
further asset protection and to minimize estate taxes,
one can set up a Family Limited Partnership (FLP).
Within the FLP there is a General Partner and Limited
Partner(s). The General Partner has total control over
the business and is only liable for their ownership
percentage (which can be as little as 1%). The Limited
Partner has no control and no liability (their ownership
can be as high as 99%). Only safe assets (monetary
assets) go into a FLP. All entities
##### Continued on Next Page####
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must have a business purpose, which in this case can
be asset protection. Almost all LLC’s contain a
standard Pro-Rata distribution clause. A Pro-Rata
distribution clause requires income to be paid out to
limited partners based on their percentage of
ownership. This permits a judge to assign those
distributions to the suing party. To address this
vulnerability, a Non-Pro-Rata distribution clause was
created. This allows the General Partner to control all
distributions to Limited Partners. The General Partner
can choose to not give a distribution to a specific
Limited Partner in the case of the Limited Partner
being sued, or for any other reasons. It is up to each
individual state whether or not to accept the Non-ProRata distribution clause. In contrast to the FLP being
used for safe assets, the LLC is designed to protect
high risk assets. An LLC will only protect assets inside
of the entity from an outside lawsuit. Legally Mine
recommends an S-Corporation because of its tax
advantages vs. other entities. For example, if you own
an S-Corp you have to pay FICA taxes for your
employees, which are normally around 15%. An SCorp requires the owner to take a “reasonable” salary
from the corporation, and they must pay FICA taxes
on that amount. FICA taxes are not required on any
money distributed to the owner above their
“reasonable” salary. Another advantage of the S-Corp
is the ability to rent your place of residence to the
corporation for board meetings, team building events,
holiday parties, etc. Your corporation pays you for the
rental. The IRS allows individuals to rent their out
homes for up to two weeks without having to pay tax
on the income. With an S-Corp you must hold
corporate meetings and take corporate minutes on the
meetings. Dinners and out-of-state destinations are
great places to hold meetings, and they are all tax
deductible
#########################

MOA Report
Presented by: Dr. Steven Rosen and
Dr. Jason Riley
Senator Jeanie Riddle has introduced SB 1100, which
is summarized by, "Under this act, no person located
outside of Missouri shall ship, mail, deliver, or sell
contact lenses or prescription aid glasses to a patient
at a Missouri address unless the person is registered
with the State Board of Optometry as described in the
act and is in possession of a valid prescription for the
patient. No person shall operate an assessment
mechanism to conduct an eye exam or to generate a
prescription for contact lenses or prescription aid
glasses to a patient at a Missouri residence unless the
gathered diagnostic information is read and
interpreted by a licensed optometrist or physician who
has an established doctor-patient relationship with the
patient and has performed at least one in-person
comprehensive eye exam with the patient. An
"assessment mechanism" is defined as automated or
virtual equipment, applications, or technology
designed to be used on a telephone, computer, or
through the Internet to conduct an eye exam either inperson or remotely.
"Any person who violates the provisions of this act
shall pay a fine in an amount not to exceed $15,000
per violation."
This bill is meant to meet the threat to optometry and
public safety in Missouri. Sen. Riddle has already
received correspondence from groups that oppose
this legislation like the Americans for Tax Reform. This
group claims that online services like Opternative
merely offer a refraction between eye exams and their
clients should still get eye exams. Of course, we know
that these services will in fact compete with real eye
exams and that besides from getting poor quality
refractions, many problems will be missed.
Something that may help us is that the FDA just
released their findings on an AOA complaint from
2016 saying that it agrees with the AOA that
Opternative's testing needed to receive FDA approval
and that it does pose a risk to the public. The FDA has
called for Opternative to cease operations.
The MOA Insurance Group is now taking names of
MOA ODs who wish to participate in the Vision,
Dental, and Hearing Indemnity plan. The plan is now
being presented to purchasers with the idea that it
would become available to insured participants
whenever it would go into effect for that group.
Becoming a provider is open to MOA ODs and signing
will give us more clout to the people presenting the
plan. It is possible to drop out if doctors decide the
final plan is not acceptable to their practice.
#####Continued on Next Page#####

State Board:
Submitted by: Kurt Finklang, O.D.
Look for a one-time reduction of $25.00 in your license
renewal fee this fall. The renewal fee will more than
likely go back to the normal renewal fee in 2020.
In the process of reviewing patient records when there
are patient complaints to the state board, it has
become apparent that some doctors are getting
sloppy with record keeping and not always following
the most recent billing and coding rules. The
insurance rules change slightly almost every year. If
you have not updated your billing and coding protocol,
I would encourage you to take a course in billing and
coding. Dr. McGreal will have his coding update
course at UMSL on May 6.

**********************************

Technology:
Submitted by; Daniel Purvis, O.D.
Meibomian Gland Growth
According to a new study published in the British
Journal of Ophthalmology, the procedure called
meibomian gland probing (MGP) has been shown to
increase meibomian gland growth.
This involves inserting a stainless steel sterile probe
(aka the "maskin probe" named after its inventor
Steven Maskin) into each meibomian gland opening.
The study reviewed the chart of 28 patients with
obstructive meibomian gland dysfunction who had all
undergone the procedure. Between the 4.5-12 month
follow up, meibomian gland growth was seen in over
40% of these patients.
MGP is not a permanent fix and will need reprobing on
an annual basis but the study found that MGP may
allow for and perhaps promote meibomian gland
regeneration.

Contact Lens Report:
Submitted by: Nicholas Castellano, O.D.
The FTC held a public workshop on March 7th in DC
to discuss competition in the contact lens market,
consumer access to contact lenses and prescription
release and portability. It included the FTC regulatory
review of the Contact Lens Rule as well as touched on
consumer’s ability to comparison shop for contact
lenses, technology for to approve prescription
verification processes and potential modifications to
the rule to maximize consumer benefits. The FTC will
also meet to determine the fate of the recently
proposed contact lens documentation requirements.
They will also discuss plans for generic contact lens
substitution.

#######################

Vision like you’ve never seen before.SM

Proud to support SLOS
and its members!
Lawrence A. Gans, M.D.
Jason M. Newman, M.D.
Naina Gupta, M.D.
Ashley M. Deese, O.D.

1-877-718-2020
www.surevision.com

Valuable MOA links:
MOA website, http://www.moeyecare.org/
AOA website, http://www.aoa.org/?sso=y
TAYE website,
http://thinkaboutyoureyes.com/aoa

This year’s tournament will be held on
April 14, 2018 at Normandie Golf Club,
which is located at 7605 St Charles
Rock Road, St. Louis, MO 63133). The
tournament will be a 4-person
scramble, and will tee off with a
shotgun start at 1:00 pm. Golfers are asked to arrive
between 12:00-12:15, in order to sign in and make their
way to their carts.
Your greens fees will include golf and dinner catered
after the tournament. In addition, drinks (beer, soda, and
water) will be provided on the course. There will also be a
raffle for prizes. The cost of the tournament will be $70 for
students who are members of the AOSA, and $95 for all
others. Since this is a charitable event to support the
AOSA, Delta Gamma Center, and St. Louis Society for the
Blind, all greens fees are tax deductible.
Join us for a good time and a good cause! Detach the
stub below, and return it to David Baldwin, 5959 Pershing
Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63112 or Justin Groennert, 5959
Pershing Avenue, St. Louis, MO63112. If you do not have
a foursome in mind, and would like to be paired up with
others, please indicate below.
Any questions or concerns, contact us at:
David Baldwin – debth9@mail.umsl.edu
(660) 221-9593 or
Justin Groennert – jgvfb@mail.umsl.edu - (618) 830-4444
2018 UMSL Corneal Classic
Team captain and members in your foursome:
Captain: ____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
Greens fees attached: ____________
Drink & Eat-Only ($25) ____________________
Please make checks out to the AOSA, and return BEFORE
FRIDAY, March 30th, 2018 to David Baldwin or Justin
Groennert, 5959 Pershing Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63112 or
put in a sealed envelope and drop it in our UMSL mailbox
UMSL. DO NOT put cash in our mailbox.

CALENDAR AND
UPCOMING EVENTS
NEXT MEETING
Tuesday April 10, 2018 6:00
St. Louis Marriott West
660 Maryville Centre Dr.
Be sure to RSVP

New Directions in Glaucoma
Diagnosis and Management
Paul Tesser, M.D. PhD.
Sponsor Bennett Howe and Marco

April 14, 2018
Normandie Golf Club
Corneal Classic
AOSO Golf Tournament
(See additional information above)

April 25, 2018
Pepose Vision Institute Dinner/Seminar
Presenters:
Jonathan Crews, M.D.
Mujtaba Qazi, M.D.
(Details Below)

DINNER AND SEMINAR
Wednesday, April 25, 2018 at 6:00 pm
Edgewild Restaurant & Winery
550 Chesterfield Center, Chesterfield, MO 63017
2 hr. COPE - CE

Presenter: Dr. Jonathan Crews
Corneal Dystrophies and Degeneration
An in-depth review of both the most common and less seen
corneal dystrophies and degenerations. The underlying
pathophysiology of each condition, including epidemiology,
genetics, and histopathology, will be reviewed.

Presenter: Dr. Mujtaba Qazi
Case Studies: Corneal Topographies
This presentation will review the design of current topographic
technologies and description of common indices used to
guide diagnosis and surgical planning.
Make your reservations early, limited seating.

For more information and to RSVP,
Please contact Elena LaPlante
at 636.728.0111 or
elaplante@peposevision.com
Please bring your CE tracking numbers
Pepose Vision Institute does not have any financial or
sponsorship for this seminar.

